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 2003 TAX STATEMENT NEWSLETTER 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING AND TOWN TAX RATE-The Town residents at the Special Town Meeting approved the road maintenance budget and the tax levy. For 2003, the tax levy is 8.0% above the 2002 levy and the average assessment increased 25%. This results in a reduction of the Town mill rate from 2.45 to 2.07 per $1,000. Much of the increased levy is being paid for by the record number of new houses that were started in 2002. Most of the additional tax money is budgeted for additional Sheriff’s Department protection and increases in the cost of fire protection. 

The Town’s portion of the total combined tax rate is 12.48%, down from 12.64% in 2002.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS-If the Town can field some volunteer firefighters, we can have a satellite fire station at the Town Hall. This will reduce fire insurance premiums and decrease the time needed to get the first responders to a fire or other emergency. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter call Chief Aaron Harris at 576-1416.

LOTTERY CREDIT-Tax bill for your primary residence should include a credit from the State Lottery if it was occupied by January 1, 2003. If you qualify for a credit but did not have it deducted from your tax bill, contact Jean Wills at the Town Hall at 833-5887 or at her home at 831-6646.

OTHER CHARGES-Each residence is charged $132.50 per year (prorated for new homes) in arrears for garbage pickup and recycling service provided by Waste Management, Inc. Starting in 2004 we will be able to recycle plastics 3-7 and mixed paper. Lots in Cherrywood south of Mineral Point Road and in the Valley Woods subdivision have a charge on their bills for the additional street lighting in those areas.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT- Payment by mail is preferred. All checks must be made out to the Town of Middleton. Payments should be mailed to Jean Wills, Town Treasurer, 4613 Evergreen Road, Middleton WI 53562.   If you need a signed receipt, send in the entire tax bill and a stamped self-addressed envelope with your payment. Payments postmarked on or before December 31st are considered paid for 2003 income tax deductibility.

Town Treasurer Jean Wills will be collecting taxes at the Town Hall, 7555 West Old Sauk Road, on December 29, 30 & 31. Tax collection hours are between 8:00 AM- 4:00 PM. 

If your tax escrow account with your mortgage company is larger than your tax bill please, contact your mortgage company and request two checks, one in the exact amount of the tax bill and the other for the balance. Make a copy of your tax bill before you send it to the mortgage company. The Town does not have extra copies of tax bills.

PARK  and TRAIL SURVEY-A survey is enclosed with this newsletter. Please, fill out the survey and return it with your tax payment.                                                                                         

DOG LICENSES-All dogs over 5 months old must be licensed through the Town Treasurer. The fees are $5.00 for spayed females and neutered males and $10.00 for all other dogs. Licenses will be issued upon receipt of payment (write a separate check-do not include the dog license fee in the check for your tax payment) and an application complete with the date of the dog’s last rabies shot and information regarding the expiration of the rabies vaccine. 
TREE and BRANCH  PICKUP-Waste Management will be picking up holiday trees on Wednesday January 14th and Wednesday January  28th . Remove all decorations, stands and wires and place the tree at the edge of the road with the trunk end facing the road. 

From March through November, starting on the 3rd Monday, the Town crew will pick up tree branches generated by residents pruning their own trees. Check the web site for more information.

SPRING ELECTION- The Spring Election will be held on Tuesday, April 6, 2004. The positions to be filled by this election are; Town Supervisors-Seat Three and Seat Four.  Nomination papers are due by 5:00 p.m. on January 6, 2003.

MAILBOXES-By Town Ordinance, mailboxes (the face of the box-not the post) are not to be located closer than two (2) feet from the paved portion of the road and within 24 hours after a snowfall, the snow must be removed from in front of and from 15 feet on either side of the mailbox. 

ROAD and DRIVEWAY REGULATIONS-Town Ordinances prohibit obstructions (planters, stones, posts) in the road right of way (“roads” are not just the paved area, roads are a minimum of 66 feet wide). Ordinances also prohibit walls at the end of the driveway culverts and limit the width of driveways. Call the Town before you replace a culvert or finish or redo your driveway.

BUILDING PERMITS

Building Permits are required for projects valued at over $1,000 (materials and labor) and involve;  installing or relocating plumbing, electrical or heating (furnace replacement), venting or air conditioning equipment or, additions, alterations or repairs to a building  (e.g. replacement of windows, siding and reshingling of roofs). Building Inspector Fred Hankel is available at the Town Hall (833-4346) on Monday and Wednesday  from 8:00-9:30 a.m. and on Fridays from 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

COMMUNICATION –Check the Town’s web site www.town.middleton.wi.us. for information about recreation, waste disposal, burning permits and events or to sign up for the Town’s e-mail list. Subscribers to the list receive agendas, meeting minutes, special announcements and additional news. 

VOLUNTEERS-The Town has numerous opportunities for anyone interested in helping the Town develop and maintain its parks, trails and roadsides. Opportunities are available (Spring Cleanup, Adopt a Road, Planting Trees, Trail Marking and Development) for service groups and youths looking for a project to fulfill 4-H, Scouting, Church or Honor Society service requirements. If you would like to help the Town by volunteering some time, call Jim Mueller at 833-5887.

TAX FORMS, AUTO REGISTRATIONS, ETC-The Town receives State aid based on estimates of our population calculated from tax forms and car registrations. Town residents should list TOWN (not the City) of MIDDLETON (not Verona) as your residence on all forms.
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