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        Spring 2003 Newsletter 

The Town Hall Offices are normally staffed from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. On March 17-19 the offices will be closed except for the hours that the Building Inspector is in (Monday and Wednesday 8-9:30 a.m).

Recreation

1.Youth Baseball & Softball Registration-March 4 & 6 

Registration will occur at the Town Hall from 6-8 p.m. on March 4 & 6. Late registrations will be accepted by mail through March 16th. Check the web site for more information.

2. Middleton Soccer Club for Children 5 to 18 -Registration for the Fall ‘03/Spring ‘04 season will be held at the Keva Sports Center 8312 Forsythia (off Airport Rd.) on Wednesday, May 14, 5-8 p.m. and Saturday, May 17, 9 a.m. to noon. Forms are available at the Middleton and Cross Plains Libraries and at the Town Hall. For more info call Middleton Soccer- 831-8694 or visit their web site www.middletonsc.org.

3. Middleton Aquatic Center- The Town of Middleton contributes $25,000 per year toward the Aquatic Center. Please, make use of that facility.

4. Use of Park Shelters, Athletic Fields and the Town Hall-Residents can reserve use of a park shelter ($25) or rent the Town Hall (as low as $40). Homeowner Associations and youth groups can use the facilities at no charge. Call 833-5887 to reserve your date. If a park shelter or field is not reserved it is available for use on a first come-first served basis.

5. National Trail Day-June 7th has been designated as National Trail Day. The Town will be marking and developing additional trail segments in preparation for Trail Day. Consult the web site for more information closer to that date.

Waste Disposal and Recycling

1. Residential Tree Branch Pickup-The Town picks up branches generated by residents pruning their trees. The Town does not pick up branches that were produced by tree services, from the development of residential lots or from any businesses, farms or forest management. Tree branches will be picked up starting on the 3rd Monday (previously Wednesday) of every month from March (one month earlier than in the past) through November. Place armful size bunches of branches (wood only-no garden plants, weeds, corn stalks, etc.) at the edge of the road with the trunk ends facing the road. Do not create big piles. Spread them out. You do not need to shorten the branches; the chipper will pull in long pieces. 

2. Burning Permits-It is permissible to burn dry leaves, dried grass and non-treated wood. Town Ordinance requires you to call the Middleton Fire District at 827-1090 to obtain a permit over the phone. Burning without a permit will subject you to a substantial fine. Please, do not burn in heavily wooded densely developed areas. Smoke is a hazard to your neighbors who have asthma or other respiratory problems. If you must burn check the wind strength and direction before you start. Do not burn wet material that will produce excessive smoke.

3. Grass Clippings & Non-Woody Material-Mow grass high and often and clippings are not a problem. They dry up and break down naturally in the lawn. If you must accumulate them, do not throw them in the garbage or on someone else’s property. Compost them on site or take them to a compost site. Dane County maintains compost sites at the old Dane County-Verona Landfill adjacent to the Badger Prairie Health Care Center, at the Westport Site at 5254 State Highway 19 and at the Lake Farm Site. For more info regarding composting call 266-4139.

4. Recycling, Garbage, Old Appliances & Other Waste-Waste Management is the contractor that handles garbage and recycling for the Town. Pickup is on Friday except for weeks containing Memorial, Independence, Labor, Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years Days. In those weeks, pickup is on Saturday. Garbage and recycling has to be out at the edge of the street by 7:00 a.m. to assure removal. Furniture and other items to large to be picked up with the regular truck will be picked up on the following Monday.

For a fee Waste Management (273-2500) or Gary’s Appliance (221-1150) will take appliances.

Other items can be taken to the Dane County landfill across from the Yahara Golf Course-call 838-9555.  Hazardous material should be taken to the Cleansweep Center at 2302 Fish Hatchery Road. Call 294-5358. Check out www.co.dane.wi.us/pubworks/recyc.htm. for more information about recycling. 

Government

1. Commission Membership- The Park Commission and the Plan Commission are both looking for new members to fill pending vacancies. Anyone interested in serving on one of these Commissions should contact Jim Mueller at the Town Hall for information and to apply.

2. Spring Election-Tuesday April 1st-The Town Hall will be open Tuesday, April 1st for voting from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Applications to Vote Absentee by mail have to be requested by 5:00 p.m. Friday, March 28. Absentee Ballot can be voted in the Clerk’s Office until 5:00 p.m. Monday, March 31st.

3. Meetings; Annual, Town Board, Plan Commission and Park Commission -The Annual Town Meeting will be held Tuesday, April 8 at 7:00 p.m. The Town Board meets regularly on the 1st and 3rd Mondays (except no meeting on the 3rd Monday in March), the Plan Commission meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 1st Wednesday and the Parks Commission usually meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday. All meetings are at the Town Hall unless otherwise noticed. Agendas are published in the Middleton Times-Tribune and agendas and minutes are posted on the web site and at the Town Hall, Wayside 14 Club and the Kwik-Trip on Mineral Point Road. 
4. Driveway Regulations-Town Ordinance prohibits building walls at the end of the driveway culvert and limits the width of driveways. Before you finish or redo your driveway, call Fred Hankel, the Town Building Inspector.
5. Building Permits-Building Permits are required for projects valued at over $1,000 (materials and labor) and involve; installing or relocating plumbing, electrical or heating (furnace replacement), venting or air conditioning equipment or, additions, alterations or repairs to a building  (e.g. replacement of windows, siding and reshingling of roofs). Fred Hankel, the Building Inspector, is available at the Town Hall to issue permits on Monday and Wednesday  from 8:00-9:30 a.m. and on Fridays from 1:00-2:00 p.m. He can be reached at 833-4346 during those hours.

6. Dog Licenses-All dogs over 5 months old must be licensed. Anyone with more than 3 dogs must have a Kennel License. Contact Treasurer Jean Wills at 831-6646 regarding dog licenses.
7. Tax Forms, Auto Registrations, Etc.-The Town receives State aid based on estimates of our population calculated from tax forms and car registrations. List TOWN (not the City) of MIDDLETON  as your residence on all forms.

Opportunities to Volunteer

The Town has numerous opportunities for anyone interested in helping the Town develop and maintain its parks, trails and roadsides. Opportunities are available (Spring Cleanup, Adopt a Road, Planting Trees, Trail Marking and Development) for service groups and youths looking for a project to fulfill 4-H, Scouting, Church or Honor Society service requirements. If you would like to help the Town by volunteering some time, call Jim Mueller at 833-5887. 

Communication

The Town’s web site is functioning and the Town maintains an e-mails list for agendas, minutes, special announcements and newsletters. Residents are invited to go on line and sign up for the e-mail service. News items are put on the home page. Town Ordinances will soon be available on the web site. After the Board of Review meets assessment information will be available online. Next winter, tax information will be available online. Please, visit the site periodically to see what is new.
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