INSIDE

PROPERTY TAXES
SNOW REMOVAL
INFORMATION
LEAF DISPOSAL
INFORMATION

TOWN BOARD

Chair
Cynthia Richson

Supervisors
Richard Oberle
David Bryce
Ken Opin

Tom Stemrich

Town of Middleton

Town Hall
7555 W. Old Sauk Rd
Verona, WI 53593

Website:
town.middleton.wi.
us

(608) 833-5887

MIDDLETON

Fall 2025

Chair’s Corner

Town Seeks to Incorporate to Protect its Unique Character and
Geographic Boundaries

After careful consideration of the best interests of the Town and to protect its
unique semi-rural ecosystem, geographic boundaries and tax base, at its 1/20/25 meet-
ing, the Town Board unanimously approved supporting a petition to incorporate the
Town of Middleton as a village. This includes publishing a Notice of Intent to Circu-
late a Petition to Incorporate as required by Wisconsin Statutes, and taking further ac-
tion as appropriate. The Town then gathered the statutorily required number of signa-
tures from Town residents and freecholders (must own Town property in their name and not in a trust or
other entity) in support of the Petition to Incorporate, and filed it with the Dane County Circuit Court on
7/22/2025. At the end of the incorporation process, if the Court finds that the Town meets the statutory
incorporation requirements, a referendum will be held for Town electors to vote to approve its incorpo-
ration into the Village of West Middleton.

According to the Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA), the incorporation process typically
takes approximately 18 months. The incorporation process is illustrated by a DOA flow chart, which is
also available on the Town website. (See: https://town.middleton.wi.us/incorporation)

The risk of not taking steps to incorporate is that it may lead to eventual extinction like the Town of
Madison, which was dissolved in 2022 and no longer exists as a separate municipality. (See: https://
captimes.com/news/government/a-midwest-goodbye-the-town-of-madison-merges-with-madison-and-
fitchburg/article_0bb4{7c7-daec-5181-aa83-1fef281a0eae.html)

The Town has had a number of positive communications with the City of Madison about our intent to
incorporate, and we have agreed to continue to honor the existing 9/29/2003 Cooperative Plan Agree-
ment. (For more information about the Agreement between the Town and Madison, See: https://
town.middleton.wi.us/vertical/Sites/%7B97A50AAB-3824-4833-ACEA-EF2B9A 14C856%7D/uploads/
middleton-coop_plan.pdf)

The Town of Middleton and the City of Middleton have previously agreed to two, 1-year extensions of
our Intergovernmental Agreement, which is set to expire on 5/12/26. We have continued to reach out
to the City of Middleton in an effort to foster an ongoing dialog with them about Town incorporation
via publicly noticed meetings. (See: https://town.middleton.wi.us/negotiations_cityofmiddleton)

The Town’s first incorporation hearing before the Dane County Circuit Court was originally scheduled
for 10/8/25, but due to a Court conflict was subsequently changed to 10/27/25.

At the 10/27/25 hearing before Dane County Circuit Court Judge Lanford, Town of Middleton Attorney
Mike Lawton outlined how the Town has satisfied the statutory requirements for incorporation.

In addition, City of Madison Attorney Doran Viste participated and had no objection to the Town’s re-
quest for incorporation. However, City of Middleton Attorney Matt Flemming, who also participated,
did object, but did not provide a factual basis to the Court for Middleton’s objection.

In response, the Court gave the City of Middleton until Friday, 10/31/25 to file a brief with information
regarding the basis for its objection to the Town of Middleton’s Incorporation Petition. The Town of
Middleton has until 11/14/25 to file its reply to the City of Middleton’s objection, and the City of Mid-
dleton has until 11/21/25 in the event it wishes to file a response to the Town’s reply brief.

The contents of the City of Middleton’s brief objecting to the Town of Middleton’s incorporation will
help Judge Lanford determine whether or not an evidentiary hearing is needed.

As the incorporation process continues and more information becomes available, we will continue to
keep you informed via the Town website and future public meetings. In the interim, we welcome your
input and feedback.

Cynthia Richson

townchair@town.middleton.wi.us
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Goth Conservancy Painting Donation for Town Hall

At its 10/20/25 Town Board Meeting, local artist Chuck Bauer donated his oil painting of Goth Conservancy to the Town for display at
Town Hall. Previously, Supervisor Ken Opin, who is also an artist, originally brought this kind offer to the Town Board for their considera-
tion.

Mr. Bauer told the Board he was inspired to create the painting one day when he was driving by Goth Conservancy and the sunlight was just
right so he pulled in to capture the moment. The Board thanked him for his generous oil painting donation to the Town, which is displayed
in the Boardroom for viewing by all. In addition, we thanked Supervisor Tom Stemrich for making the beautiful wood frame for the paint-
ing.

More Chuck Bauer art can be viewed on his website at https://ctbauer.com.

Running for Town Office

At an election to be held in the Town of Middleton, on Tuesday, April 7, 2026, the following offices are to be elected to succeed
the present incumbents listed. If a primary is necessary, the primary will be held on Tuesday, February 17, 2026. The term of office
for Supervisors is for two years beginning on Tuesday, April 21, 2026.

Office Incumbent
Town Board Supervisor  Seat # 3 Ken Opin
Town Board Supervisor  Seat # 4 Tom Stemrich

If you are interested in running for one of the Town offices, call or come to the Town Hall Office to obtain a Candidate Packet.
The first day to circulate nomination papers is December 1, 2025. Nomination papers are due by 5:00 p.m. on January 6, 2026, in the
office of the Town Clerk.

Interested in becoming an Election Inspector?

The Town is looking for dedicated residents who would like to work at the polls on election days. This includes chief inspectors,
elections inspectors, greeters, tabulators, and high school poll workers. As election officials, poll workers perform a very important
public service by enhancing the high quality and integrity of Wisconsin’s elections.

If your are interested in becoming an election inspector/chief inspector or would like more information, please contact the Town
Clerk at (608) 833-5887 or by email at broesslein@town.middleton.wi.us. The Town Board will be appointing election inspectors/
chief inspectors at the December 21, 2025 Town Board Meeting.

Town of Middleton Newsletter www.town.middleton.wi.us
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Town Administration

Clerk/Governance Manager
Barbara Roesslein
(608) 833-2706

broesslein@town.middleton.wi.us

Treasurer/Personnel Manager
Megan Hughes
(608) 833-2703

mhughes@town.middleton.wi.us

Office Manager
Peter Moala
(608) 833-2704

pmoala@town.middleton.wi.us

Office Assistant

Jayne Scott

(608) 833-2701
jscott@town.middleton.wi.us

Town Meeting Schedule

Town Board: The first and
third Mondays of each
month at 6:30 p.m.

Plan Commission: The first
Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m.

Parks Commission: The
second Monday of the
month at 6:30 p.m.

Public Works & Town Ser-
vices Committee: The sec-
ond Wednesday of the month
at 10:00 a.m.

Finance Committee: Meets
quarterly on the second
Tuesday when the quarter
begins at 4:00 p.m.

Town of Middleton Newsletter

2025 Property Taxes

Property Taxes bills are typically mailed early in December. Contact the Town Treasurer’s
Office at 608-833-5887 if you did not receive your tax bill by the end of December.

Taxpayers have the option of paying their tax bill in full or paying in two installments.
Should you choose to pay your taxes in two installments, the first installment is due to the
Town of Middleton by January 31, 2026, and made payable to the TOWN OF MIDDLE-
TON. The second installment is due to Dane County by July 31, 2026, and made payable to
the Dane County Treasurer’s Office. If you choose to pay your taxes in full, payment is due
to the Town by January 31, 2026. Review the instructions included in your mailing for infor-
mation on how and when to pay your bill.

Common mistakes to avoid when paying your taxes:

o Failing to endorse escrow checks properly

e  Writing the dollar amount incorrectly

e Mailing the second payment to the Town of Middleton (Dane County collects payments
after January 31)

Dog Licensing

All dogs five months or older in the Town of Middleton must be licensed annually. Dog
owners may purchase their 2026 dog license from the Town Hall Office. Dog license ap-
plications can be obtained at the Town Hall Office or downloaded from the Town website
at: https://town.middleton.wi.us/ under the “Resident” tab. To obtain a license you must
provide the following: 1) Proof of rabies certificate. 2) Veterinarian proof of spay or neuter
status. 3) License fee. 4) Dog license application.

DOG LICENSE FEE

Altered $25
Unaltered $36
Multiple Dog (Kennel) 4 — 12 dogs $100
Additional for each dog in excess of 12 $33
Late Fee (per dog) for fees paid after March 31 $25

¢ S - Lo A
AttentionDoglownets)

It's time to renew your furry friend's license!

(3
e
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"Town Public Works Snow Removal: Facts and Tips

Road safety is the Town of Middleton Public Works Department’s primary concern
during the winter months. The Public Works Department treats the pavement and removes
Crew Leader snow whenever road conditions call for these services. Our drivers work extended hours to
Scott Ballweg ensure safe and effective snow removal. Please help the Crew by following the Snow
Emergency Tips and Reminders listed below:

isesaks e The Town of Middleton has about 68 road miles to maintain.

sballweg@town.middleton.wi.us e It may take 5 to 6 hours to complete a typical plow route. Accumulations will occur

Crew during this time— we ask that residents please be patient.

Matt Bouche e Roads within the Town are prioritized and treated and plowed in the following order:
Main-Line Roads, Secondary Roads, and Cul-de-sacs.

Joey Clary

e Please move all vehicles off of the roads and cul-de-sacs during all snow events.

Alex Secord e  All snow plows angle the same way, to the drivers right, and plowing snow will get
pushed into the ends of the driveways. The only way to avoid extra shoveling is to wait
until the Town Crew has gone by and/or have done their final clean-up on the road.

e Please do not place garbage and recycling containers in the roadway.
e Never pass a snowplow.

e Never assume the snowplow drivers can see you. Stay at least three (3) car lengths be-
hind the truck. If you cannot see the driver in his mirrors, then he cannot see you ei-
ther.

e Be aware that snowplows will on occasion backup up at intersections.

e If you use a snow blower to clear your driveway, do not blow the snow into the
road. It is unlawful per Town Ord. 8.02(5).

e Ifyou, or your contractor, use a snow plow to clear your driveway, do not push the
snow into or across the road as this is dangerous to motorist and it is illegal.

e The Town will place snow markers at critical locations.

e Please reduce your speed while driving in snow and ice conditions. Speed is the #1
cause of most accidents during the winter.

Mailbox Information

The Town recommends that property owners check their mailbox before the first
heavy snowfall to ensure the mailbox is securely attached to its post and that the post is
securely in the ground. The mailbox and base should be strong enough to withstand fly-
ing snow and slush from traffic and snowplows. A 4” x 4” wooden post or a 2” diameter
standard steel or aluminum pipe, buried no more than 24” deep is ideal.

o I[fthe force of the snow being removed from the roadway causes damage to a mail-
box, the property owner shall be responsible for all costs associated with the repair
or replacement of the mailbox and post.

e [fthe Town plow comes into direct contact with a mailbox resulting in damage, the
resident shall contact the Town office within the next business week during regular
office hours to report the incident.

e  Property owners can minimize the risk of mailbox damage by clearing a 15-foot
path in front of (the direction from which the snowplow driver comes from)
their mailbox. This allows for the snow load to be dispersed prior to arriving at the
mailbox location.

o It is the property owner’s responsibility to clear snow around the mailboxes to assure
mail delivery by the US Postal Service.

Guidelines for mailbox placement and installation may be found on the Town’s
website: https://town.middleton.wi.us/mailbox.

Town of Middleton Newsletter ' www.town.middleton.wi.us
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Dane County Sher-
iff’s Department

Sheriff Deputies
Michael Zach

Ben Jennings
Non-Emergency Dispatch:
(608) 255-2345

Visit the Town of Middleton
Police Facebook page for
info from Deputy Zach and
Deputy Jennings.

... message from the Town of Middleton Sheriff Deputies

The Dane County Sheriff’s Office would like to wish you all a happy fall and hope things are
going well for all of you. With fall approaching fast we would like to remind town residents of a few
things. With school in full swing, we would like to remind town residents the importance of school bus
safety and if the flashing red lights are on and the arm is fully extended, please stop and wait until the
bus is in motion before proceeding. We want to ensure the safety of the kids, staff and bus drivers.

A new area of concern is electric bikes and scooters. We understand that it is an efficient way for
your kids to get around town, but the last thing we want to see is someone getting hurt due to unsafe
usage. If your child has an electric bike or scooter, please ensure they are riding as far right on the road
as possible, if they are under 16, they must wear a helmet and they must have a light on front and a red
light/reflector on the rear. As always, follow the rules of the road, including stop signs, this helps pre-
vent crashes.

We would also like to remind town residents to always lock vehicles and outer doors. Keeping an
outside light on is also a good idea at night. We have seen a few break-ins in the Western part of Dane
County where the suspects entered through back patio doors. Having a security system or outside cam-
eras are a way to help deter criminals. Alarm systems are not perfect, Dane County does respond to
alarms as soon as possible. The Dane County Sheriff’s Office also does vacation checks if you are go-
ing to be away from your house for a period of time. Please call 608-255-2345 if you would like a va-
cation check completed.

Thank You,
Deputies M. Zach and B. Jennings
Dane County Sheriff’s Office

Town Building
Inspector

Tracy Johnson
(608) 444-0372

Jjohnsoninspection@gmail.com

Town of Middleton Newsletter

HOW TO CONTACT THE INSPECTOR:

e (Call 608-444-0372 Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. — 5 p.m.
e All calls will be returned when the Inspector is notified of the message
e Permits can be applied for online at: jiportal.com

PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING:

All new 1 and 2 family homes and decks and detached accessory buildings
Additions that increase the physical dimensions of a building

Alterations to the building structure

Alterations to the building’s heating, electrical or plumbing systems

All electrical wiring (new or remodeling)

All HVAC (new or remodeling)

All plumbing (new or remodeling)

Agricultural buildings

Commercial buildings

PERMITS ARE NOT REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING:

Re-siding

Re-roofing

Finishing interior surfaces

Installation of cabinetry

Repairs deemed minor by Building Inspector

Normal repairs to HVAC and plumbing

Repairs to electrical equipment or systems (e.g. switches, receptacles or fixtures)
Re roofing unless a third layer of roofing material is added

If uncertain, please call the building inspector.

www.town.middleton.wi.us
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Hickory Woods Qak Savanna

Last year, the Town Park Commission explored the potential for transforming a 4.5-acre agricultural field at Hickory Woods Park into a
flourishing oak savanna. An oak savanna is often characterized by scattered, open-grown oak trees, like bur and white oaks, with an under-
story of prairie grasses and wildflowers. With a tree canopy of less than 50%, the savanna would receive ample sunlight to reach the ground,
allowing prairie plants to thrive.

Funding of $5,000 was awarded to the Town by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources through its Urban Forestry Start-Up Grant
program to help with the planned oak savanna initiative. The grant requires a 50-50 match for projects related to community tree manage-
ment, maintenance, or education.

Additionally, a diverse native prairie seed mix was provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to compliment the proposed oak savanna
with a native prairie. Once established, the prairie habitat will benefit pollinators, especially the Monarch butterfly, and migratory grassland
birds.

Community volunteers were enlisted in May of 2025 to plant 30 bur oak trees to begin establishing the Hickory Woods Oak Savanna, with
supervision provided by Evan Nelson of Good Oak Ecological Services.

The Town has submitted an application for a second WI-DNR Urban Forestry Start-Up Grant to support the expansion of its canopy im-
provement efforts into other areas. The grant is currently pending approval.

Your Simple Guide to the Disposal of Leaves

It’s that time of the year again when leaves fall like snow into our yards, bringing with it a season of change and sometimes hard work.

Since the Dane County Landfill does not allow leaves of any kind, disposal options include home composting and mulching:

¢ How To Mulch Leaves On Your Lawn - It is important that you use your mower to mulch leaves into your lawn. Mowers cut leaves
into small pieces, allowing them to fall into and beneath the grass canopy instead of resting upon it. This process results in increased
surface area, which in turn makes it easier for insects and microbes to consume the leaves and get the nutrients back into the soil.

¢ Make Leave Mulch - Leaves make great mulch and winter ground cover for gardens and around shrubs and trees. And, they are free.
Shred your leaves and pile them on top of your annual garden or around perennial plants and shrubs. This will help insulate plants and
protect them from winter freeze damage. In the spring, you can till the leaves into your garden. Since large leaves get wet and mat down
they provide poor insulation it is important that you shred your leaves first. The best way to do that is to run over them with your lawn
mower.

¢ Make Leave Compost - When you compost leaves you should be sure to add some nitrogen rich material to the pile to help the leaves
(which are high in carbon) break down. Grass clippings are an excellent source of nitrogen as are fruit and vegetable scraps. You can
also speed up the composting process by chopping up your leaves with a lawn mower or garden chipper. Veteran composters like to
keep a few bags of leaves from the fall to add to their compost piles throughout the year. Leaves keep well in plastic bags and it is a
great way to get more compost from your bin.

Drop-off Sites:

You may drop off leaves in the Compost Shed behind the Town Hall or take your leaves to Purple Cow Organic’s composting facility at
5211 Hwy Q in Middleton until December 1*. Commercial landscapers working at Town residences are not eligible to drop off leaves at the
Town site.

Leaf Burning:

If you choice to burn dry leaves keep in mind that burning must be done under favorable wind and weather conditions and conform with the

Town’s Burning Ordinance and the Middleton Fire Department Fire Regulations (https://www.mifd.net/our-services/burn-permit/). Before

you begin, we recommend calling the Middleton Fire District at 608-827-1090, to let them know your intentions and have any questions that
you may have answered.

Rules for leaf burning:

¢ Leaf burning is permitted between 8:00 am and 3:30 pm, at which time the fire must be fully extinguished. Only dry leaves and small
sticks may be burned. Grass clippings are prohibited, including burning wet leaves that smoke and smolder, and burning with winds
over 15 miles per hour.

¢ Leaf burning is prohibited on Saturdays (except as noted below), Sundays, and the following federal holidays as observed: New Year’s
Day, Martin Luther King Day, President’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s
Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.

¢ Leaf burning on Saturdays is limited to the first and third Saturdays in October, November and December.

Due to safety concerns, please take extra precautions if you decide to burn your leaves and be considerate of neighbors and pets. Leaf burn-
ing leads to air pollution, health hazards, and the smoke is a nuisance to neighbors in our community. As recommended by the Town, it is
always better to use one of the alternative disposal methods stated above.

Town of Middleton Newsletter www.town.middleton.wi.us
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Dane County Sheriff Dispatch Nov. 27 & 28 | Thanksgiving Closed Town Hall
Non-emergency (608) 255-2345
Street Light Outages first day to circulate nomina- Town of
(can be reported via email) Dec. 1 tion papers if running for R
Town Office Middleton
MG&E (608) 252-7333
: ) Mailing of
Alliant Energy (800) 255-4268 Dec. 15 Property Tax 1\}1?5{2 ;)Ofn
Pellitteri Waste Systems (608) 257-4285 Bills
Animal Control (608) 267-1989
Dane County Humane Society (608) 838-0413 Dec. 24 & 25 Christmas Closed | Town Hall
Middleton Fire Department
9
Non-emergency (608) 827-1090 Jan. 1,2026 N"WD‘;;“ S | Closed | Town Hall
Middleton EMS
Non-emergency (608) 827-1040 Nomination
Town Building Inspector Jan.6,2026 | Papersare due) 5,00 pyp | Town Hall
Tracy Johnson, Johnson Inspections (608) 444-0372 Clerk’s Office
To schedule an inspection (608) 459-8800 Week of Christmas Town of
Town Assessor Jan. 5 Tree Middl
Jan. 19 Collection iddleton
Paul Musser (608) 712-0236 :
Well Water Testing - Public Health Spring 7.00 AM | Town Hall/
. ] Feb. 17,2026 Primary (if t0 8:00 PM| Church
Private Wells & Septic Systems (608) 242-6515 needed) :
General Reminders from Pellitteri April 7,2026 | Spring Election t07;3980Al£\1/{/[ T"Cvlvl‘l‘lg;'”
e Please make sure your cart is at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on :
your scheduled pickup day or the night before. Pickup times
may vary from week to week. Compost Shed—Yard Waste Dropoff
* Pl.ease LSS s.ure it o.n your. G EE OO re.duce The compost shed behind the Town Hall will be closing on De-
wind-blown litter or material falling out when the cart is cember 1st for the season.
being emptied.
o Placing your trash in bags before putting it in your cart for Accepted compostable materials are leaves, grass, wood chips,
. . . plants, non-woody hedge & shrub pruning, and other easily
normal pickup helps to cut down on wind-blown litter and
) : 3 raked yard waste. Please leave compost only, NO bags.
allows for easier clean-up if carts tip over. For recyclables,
use only clear or see-through plastic bags. Recyclable items Commercial landscapers working at Town residences are re-
placed in black bags will not be recycled. See our website sponsible for disposal under their normal business terms and are
for more details about recycling contamination: NOT eligible to drop off material at the Town site.
https://www.pellitteri.com/pages/town-of-middleton

e Be sure to place carts at least 4 feet away from each other
and any other obstructions (mailboxes, trees, cars, etc.). Do
not place carts in the street. The best placement for carts is
on opposite sides at the end of the driveway or on the grass
within two feet of the street.

e Carts will not be collected if they are improperly placed or
overflowing (lid is not shut).

Sign up for Notifications

Would you like to receive email notifications regarding items
such as Herbicide spraying or upcoming Board and Commission
meetings? Go to the Town website at town.middleton.wi.us and
in the drop down menu, “I Want To...”, you can choose the op-
tion to begin receiving emails.

www.town.middleton.wi.us
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Park Commission:

Stephen Moon, Chair
Alex Kulis
Tony Praza
Margie Zamora
Jerry Joyce
Cricket Brooks
Michael Murphy

Town Board:

Cynthia Richson, Chair
Supervisors:
Richard Oberle
David Bryce
Ken Opin
Tom Stemrich

Plan Commission:

Nick Hoernke, Chair
Tom Bartell
Lynn Johnson
Steve Ziegler
Brandon Scholz
Jane Hinrichs
David Bornstein

Finance Committee:

Brian Borakove, Chair
Matthew Golden
Kyle Bennwitz

Town Hall:

7555 W Old Sauk Rd,
Verona, WI 53593

Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Town Phone: (608) 833-5887

Town Email:
info@town.middleton.wi.us

Town Website: town.middleton.wi.us

Public Works & Town Services:

Danny Aerts, Chair
Jim Just
Craig Benson




