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What are invasive species?

Invasive species are defined under NR40, Wisconsin’s 

Invasive Species Rule as causing:

- Economic harm

- Ecological harm

- Human Health hazards



Invasive Species – Economic Harm 
Examples
- Agricultural damage: harm to crops, livestock, fisheries, and reduced 

yields

- Forestry impacts: reduction in timber production due to either 

competition or disease

- Infrastructure damage: plants like Japanese knotweed can directly 

damage building foundations

- Increased costs to manage invasive species

- Recreation and tourism: Impacts to sport fisheries, hunting 

opportunities, and parks.



Invasive Species – Ecological Harm 
Examples
- Displace native species, reduces biological diversity

- Impair habitat for other species: impacts to pollinators, habitat, food 

webs

- Impact ecosystem structure and function: changes in nutrient and 

water cycles, fire regimes

- Pathogens, parasites, and diseases



Invasive Species – Human Health Hazards 
Examples
- Habitat for disease causing organisms: Japanese barberry can be 

habitat for ticks which can carry Lyme Disease

- Phytophotodermatits: Wild parsnip has chemicals that can cause 

chemical burns after exposure to sunlight

- Direct toxicity: hemlock species

- Allergies and other respiratory issues: Ragweed species



Invasive Species in Dane County

- Dane County is host to several invasive species; across terrestrial, 

wetland, and aquatic environments

- There are some species that can be addressed by management at the 

local level.

- Management will be an ongoing issue. 

- Many of these invasives are common.

- Eradication for many species is not plausible.





Honeysuckle species

- Honeysuckle species are a common woody invasive plant.

- 3 Restricted (in Dane County) honeysuckle species:

- Amur honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii)

- Morrow’s honeysuckle (Lonicera morrowii)

- Tatarian honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica)

- Hybrid Bell’s honeysuckle (Lonicera x bella):

- Restricted Species: Can’t “transport, transfer, or introduce”

- 1 Prohibited honeysuckle species:

- Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

- The DNR (NR40) and Noxious Weeds statute in Municipal Code 

(CH66.0407) can require control. 



Common Shrub Honeysuckle Features:



Amur honeysuckle:

Plant: upright, deciduous shrub up to 15-20 ft. 

high; pith of mature stems is hollow and white or 

tan (in contrast to solid white pith of native 

shrub honeysuckle species).

Leaves: opposite, ovate with a tapered tip, lightly 

pubescent, and up to 3½ in. long.

Flowers, fruits and seeds: flowers paired, 

tubular, white to pinkish, fading to yellow, less 

than 1 in. long, borne from leaf axils, five petals, 

upper 4 fused; fruits are red to orange-red 

berries produced in late summer and persist 

through the winter.



Morrow’s honeysuckle:

Morrow’s honeysuckle is a multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub, 

growing to 8 feet tall. It can be easily confused with similar 

species like Bell’s, Tatarian or Amur honeysuckles, all 

distinguished by slight differences in flower color and leaf 

pubescence. 

Leaves are opposite, 1- 2 inches long, oblong, hairy on the 

underside, and grayish-green. Leaf-out is slightly earlier in spring 

than native species and leaf-drop is slightly later in the fall.

Flowers are paired, borne along the stem at leaf axils, and white 

to pale yellow. Bloom time is mid- to late spring.

Fruits are paired, spherical, red to orange berries, each 

containing several seeds. 

The root system is shallow and woody.

Mature stems are hollow. Bark is light brown, somewhat shaggy, 

with long grooves. Young stems are often pubescent.



Tatarian honeysuckle:

Tatarian honeysuckle is a multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub, 

growing to 10 feet tall. It can be easily confused with similar 

species like Bell’s, Morrow’s or Amur honeysuckles, all 

distinguished by slight differences in flower color and leaf 

pubescence. 

Leaves are opposite, oval, smooth, 1.5- 2.5 inches long, and 

blue-green. Leaves may be hairless or downy. Leaf-out is slightly 

earlier in spring than native species and leaf-drop is slightly later 

in the fall.

Flowers are tubular, paired, borne along the stem at leaf axils, 

and usually pink to red, rarely white. Bloom time is May to June.

Fruits are paired, spherical, red to orange berries, each 

containing several seeds.

The root system is shallow and fibrous.

Mature stems are hollow. Bark is light gray, and shaggy or 

peeling. Young stems are slightly hairy and light brown.



Bell’s Honeysuckle: Hybrid

Bell’s honeysuckle is a multi-stemmed deciduous shrub, 

reaching a height of 20 feet. It can be easily confused with 

similar species like Morrow’s, Tatarian or Amur honeysuckles, all 

distinguished by slight differences in flower color and leaf 

pubescence. 

The leaves are opposite and oval, with smooth edges. They may 

be hairless or downy, and green to green-blue. Leaf-out is slightly 

earlier in spring than native species and leaf-drop slightly later in 

the fall.

Flowers are fragrant, pink, fading to yellow, tubular, and 

arranged in pairs. Bloom time is mid- to late spring.

Fruits are red or orange spherical berries, occurring in pairs at 

leaf axils, each containing many seeds.

Roots are fibrous, shallow, and readily produce suckers.

Bark is shaggy and peeling, stems are often hollow between the 

nodes. The young stems are slightly hairy and light brown.



Left to Right: Morrow’s Honeysuckle, Bell’s Honeysuckle (hybrid), Tatarian honeysuckle



Japanese honeysuckle:

Plant. Semievergreen to evergreen woody vine, high climbing 

and trailing to 80 feet (24 m) long, branching and often forming 

arbors in forest canopies and/or ground cover under canopies 

and forming long woody rhizomes that sprout frequently.

Stem. Slender woody vine becoming stout to 2 inches (5 cm) in 

diameter, with cross section round and opposite branching. 

Brown and hairy becoming tan barked, fissured, and sloughing 

with age. Rooting at low nodes.

Leaves. Opposite, broadly ovate to elliptic to oblong, base 

rounded, tips blunt-pointed to round. Length 1.6 to 2.6 inches (4 

to 6.5 cm) and width 0.8 to 1.5 inches (2 to 4 cm). Margins 

entire but often lobed in early spring. Both surfaces smooth to 

rough hairy, with undersurface appearing whitish.

Flowers. April to August. Axillary pairs, each 0.8 to 1.2 inches (2 

to 3 cm) long, on a bracted stalk. White (or pink) and pale yellow. 

Fragrant. 



Control methods: Renz Weed 

Science Lab at UW-Madison

Invasive Species Fact Sheets:

https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/resources/invasive-

management-factsheets/

https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/resources/invasive-management-factsheets/


Control methods: Weed Wrench



Control methods: Mowing and Prescribed Burning



Control methods: Foliar Herbicide Application
- Glyphosate 90% to 100% effectiveness

- Others up to 90%

- Dicamba not effective, and causes volitization problems



Control methods: Cut-Stump treatment



Control methods: Basal Bark



Invasive Species Disposal

https://extension.unh.edu/sites/default/files/migrated_unmanaged_files/Resource000988_Rep1720.pdf



Wisconsin Invasive Species Calendar at Wisconsin First Detectors 

Network (Renz Weed Science Lab)
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn/tools/wisconsin-invasive-species-calendar/



Invasive Species Identification Tools:
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/documents/wi%20inv%20plant%20field%20guide%20web%20version.pdf

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/documents/wi%20inv%20plant%20field%20guide%20web%20version.pdf


Invasive Species Identification Tools:
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn/learn/invasive-species-i-d-and-impacts/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CU5w8S4ZyGQ&list=PLF3

5785BFF9AE7921&index=10

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wifdn/learn/invasive-species-i-d-and-impacts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CU5w8S4ZyGQ&list=PLF35785BFF9AE7921&index=10
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