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Spring 2021 

T owns in Wisconsin are created entirely by 

statute and are among the most democratic 

forms of government.  As such, our successful 

operations depend significantly on the volun-

tary participation of town citizens.  The good 

news is the Town of Middleton has a great deal 

of valuable citizen participation.  With the start 

of the new year, it is a good time to say a big 

thank you to all those residents who have gen-

erously given their time to serve as Town elec-

tion workers, and on Town commissions and 

committees, and the  citizens who participate in 

our Town Meetings to provide invaluable in-

put. 

 With the upcoming Annual Town Meeting 

on Tuesday, April 20th, it is also timely to re-

view some of what has been accomplished with 

considerable resident participation, and to re-

mind us of the many opportunities for future 

citizen involvement. 

 As authorized by the Town electors, we 

have separated the statutory roles of Town 

Clerk and Town Treasurer for enhanced finan-

cial checks and balances and hired experi-

enced, professional-level staff to perform the 

statutory duties of the Town Clerk and Town 

Treasurer, respectively, with an emphasis on 

training and professional development. 

 We have modernized Town operations with 

a focus on financial internal controls, policies 

and procedures.  We implemented a municipal 

accounting system for accurate financial record 

keeping and budget revenue/expense tracking 

and enhanced financial accountability. 

 We have established and recruited a highly 

qualified Town Finance Committee comprised 

of Town residents to oversee and provide ex-

pert input on Town financial and accounting 

matters, including the independent annual au-

dit. 

 We have created and re-

cruited a highly qualified 

Town Public Works & Town 

Services Committee com-

prised of Town residents who 

help oversee and provide in-

put on core Town functions 

and services that make up 

approximately 60% of the Town budget. 

 The Town Public Works & Town Services 

Committee, with the assistance of other Town 

residents, have enhanced and assisted in the 

Town’s collaboration with adjacent municipali-

ties to enter into cost share agreements with the 

City of Middleton for Capital View Road 

bridge repairs and the City of Madison for Sey-

bold Road resurfacing, both completed in 2020. 

 Town staff and crew, with the assistance of 

Town residents as chief election inspectors and 

election workers, administered successfully 

and safely during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

April 7, 2020 Town Spring Election, and the 

November 3, 2020 General and Presidential 

Election and subsequent County-wide recount. 

 With the assistance of a generous donation 

from the Phelps family, we now have solar 

panels on the Town Hall.   

 Citizen input, along with guidance and ad-

vice from Town legal counsel and the Town 

engineer, resulted in a complete review and 

revision of the Town Code of Ordinances for 

the first-time since 2004, and they are now 

publicly posted on the Town website. 

 The Plan Commission held a public open 

house and helped complete the 2019 Town 

Comprehensive Plan Update within the statuto-

rily prescribed 10-year timeframe. 

 

CONTINUED on Page 2...  

Chair’s Corner  
 

Upcoming Annual Town Meeting (virtual), Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 6:30 PM 

Town of Middleton 

              NEWSLETTER 
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The Park Commission held a public open house and helped com-

plete the 2019 Town Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. 

 With considerable input from area residents and the Public 

Works & Town Services Committee, the Town Board has ap-

proved 2021 reconstruction work on Bronner Road to enhance 

its safety. 

 These accomplishments are just a sample of the many direct 

ways Town residents have participated in and contributed to op-

erational successes.  We also encourage continuing citizen input 

at the City of Middleton’s Morey Airport Master Plan Advisory 

Committee Meetings, Morey Airport Commission Meetings, and 

Common Council Meetings to inform them of the adverse ef-

fects the  Airport operations inflict on the Town of Middleton 

and its residents, and to encourage the Common Council to abide 

by its 1998 commitment to the entire community and not expand 

Morey Airport operations.   

 Thanks in part to the many previously mentioned volunteer 

contributions and our excellent Town staff and crew, we finished 

2020 well within the Town’s budget without any expenditures 

out of Town cash reserves.  This allows us to continue to keep 

our Town taxes low relative to most surrounding communities. 

 Town Commissions, Committees, and the Board all meet 

regularly, and gladly accept public input at every meeting.  We 

look forward to 2021 and continuing to hear from you. ◊ 

Cynthia Richson  

townchair@town.middleton.wi.us 

Town News 
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Town Assessor 

Paul Musser 

(608) 712-0236 

Musser.appraisal@gmail.com 

 

Town of Middleton Meeting Schedule 
 

Town Board: The first and third Mondays of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. 
Plan Commission: The first Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. 
Parks Commission: The second Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. 
Public Works & Town Services Committee: The second 
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
Finance Committee: The second Wednesday of the month at 
4:00 p.m.  

2021 Revaluation 
The Town will be conducting a revaluation 

in 2021 to keep up with the steep increase in the 

market value of property in the Town due to 

record low interest rates and tight supply of 

homes for sale.  As you may know we did a 

revaluation in 2020, but did not meet the State’s 

required level of assessment. We had anticipat-

ed the market to flatten due to Covid-19, but 

instead the market increase 5% per year in both 

2019 and in 2020. We haven’t seen increases 

like this for almost 20 years.  The median sell-

ing price in the Town for 2020 has reached 

$600,000. 

The new assessments will be mailed out in 

the first week in April. As always it will be ac-

companied by a letter giving the time and dates 

of both the Open Book and Board of Review 

process.   The Open Book will commence as 

soon as you receive the notice in the mail, and 

the Board of Review will follow on May 25, 

2021 at 6:30 pm. The average increase for the 

new assessment will be about 12%.  This does 

not mean your taxes will rise by 12%, because 

the mill rate will drop an equal 12% not includ-

ing any increases in spending, but those increas-

es you would have received whether we did a 

revaluation or not. 

If you have any question regarding the re-

valuation or any other assessment related ques-

tion, you may contact Paul Musser at 608-712-

0236, or by email musser.appraisal@gmail.com. 

Madison Area Municipal Stormwater Partnership News: 
       Now Accepting Plant Dane Orders and Donations- Due March 21st  

There are 40+ native species to choose from including butterfly, rain garden, and prairie me-

dicinal kits. Customers can also select a specific school/community garden project 

to donate native plants to through the Plant Dane order system. We received and approved appli-

cations from 15 different school/community organizations looking for plants to create native gar-

dens and rain gardens in Dane County.  

Cost: $2.25/plant- order in multiples of 4 

Visit   https://ripple-effects.com/plantDane for information or to place an order. 
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Dane County Sheriff Dispatch 

Non-emergency (608) 255-2345 

Street Light Outages  
(can be reported via email) 

MG&E  (608) 252-7333 

Alliant Energy (800) 255-4268 

Waste Management (866) 221-3323 

Animal Control (608) 267-1989 

Dane County Humane Society (608) 838-0413 

Middleton Fire Department 

Non-emergency (608) 827-1090 

Middleton EMS  

Non-emergency (608) 827-1040 

Town Building Inspector  

Tracy Johnson, Johnson Inspections (608) 444-0372 

               To schedule an inspection (608) 459-8800 

Town Assessor  

Paul Musser (608) 712-0236 

Well Water Testing - Public Health 

Private Wells & Septic Systems (608) 242-6515 

Date Activity Time Location 

April 1-May 14 Open Book 
By appointment with 

Town Assessor 

April 6 Spring Election 7 am-8pm Town Hall  

April 20 
Annual Town 

Meeting 
6:30 pm Virtual 

May 11-13 
Spring Bulk 

Pick-up 
 

Town of 
Middleton 

 May 25 
Board of  
Review 

6:30 pm 
Town Hall/

Virtual 

 May 31 Memorial Day Closed Town Hall 

July 5 
Observe  

Independence 
Day 

Closed Town Hall 

September 6 Labor Day Closed Town Hall 

September 14-16 
Fall Bulk 
 Pick-up 

 
Town of 

Middleton 

     Sign up for Notifications 

     Would you like to receive email notifications regarding 

items such as Herbicide spraying or upcoming Board and 

Commission meetings?  Go to the Town website at 

town.middleton.wi.us and in the drop down menu, “I Want 

To…”, you can choose the option to begin receiving emails. 

   New Snow Plow purchased in 2020 
_____________________________________________ 

Beautiful Geraniums! One 
of the many vibrant species 
you’ll find in Town parks 
and on trails.   

IMPORTANT NUMBERS                                                CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



Town News 
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CONTINUED from Page 5... 

Parks & Trails 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want To Rent A Town Park Shelter?  
Town Park Shelters are rented on a first-come, first-served basis. Check with Town personnel 

regarding availability at (608) 833-5887. Forms are available at the Town Hall or on the Town 

Website, tab at: Resident /Parks & Rec/Park Shelter Rental. Fill out the Rental Application and ei-

ther bring it or mail it to the Town along with any associated fees. 

West Middleton Youth Baseball (WMYBB) Donation 
 In the Fall of 2020, WMYBB graciously proposed a donation to the Town of Middleton to 

repair and improve baseball fields 1 and 2 at Pioneer Park.  It is anticipated that work on the base-

ball fields will begin in April.  The Town appreciates the support from local organizations to help 

maintain our parks to be enjoyed by all.  

Town News 
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Town Administration 

 

Clerk/Governance Manager 

Barbara Roesslein 

(608) 833-2706 

broesslein@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Treasurer/Personnel Manager 

Megan Hughes 

(608) 833-2703 

mhughes@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Deputy Clerk/Office Manager 

Sarah Danes 

(608) 833-2704 

sdanes@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Office Assistant 

Heidi Reynolds 

(608) 833-2701 

hreynolds@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Spring Election 
April 6, 2021 ~ Poll Hours 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Spring Election will include the Town Board Chair position and Supervisor Seats 

#1 and #2 positions. These are the candidates that will appear on the ballot: 

Town Board Chair      Supervisor Seat #1        Supervisor Seat #2 

Cynthia Richson (incumbent)   Richard Oberle (incumbent)      David Bryce 

Brent Renteria       Michael Kauper          Lisa Pardon 

Other offices on the ballot are State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Court of Ap-

peals Judge, Dane County Executive, Circuit Court Judge and School Board Candidates. 

Need to register to vote or need an absentee ballot? At MyVote Wisconsin website 

(myvote.wi.gov) you can register to vote, check your voter registration status, find your 

polling place, see what’s on your ballot, request an absentee ballot and check provisional 

ballot status. Please note if you have previously requested an absentee ballot through the 

MyVote site you will not need to re-submit your photo ID since it will already be on file.  

Additional information on elections and voting may also be found on the Town of Middle-

ton (town.middleton.wi.us/elections) or the Wisconsin Elections Commission 

(elections.wi.gov) websites.  

Friend of the Town Award 

It’s that time of year to  recognize individuals who have made a difference in the Town 

of Middleton. The Town’s hope when the “Friend of the Town” award was established, 

was to: 

1.) Recognize the actions that residents do to enhance our community and  

2.) Commend those things that are founded on a humanitarian basis.  

When you see a neighbor doing something outstanding, let the Town know by sending 

in the what, where, and when! The Town solicits nominations each year and the Town 

Board will then review candidates and select a recipient who will be recognized at the Town 

Annual Meeting in April. Submit the nomination by mail to Town of Middleton, 7555 W. 

Old Sauk Road, Verona, WI 53593 or email to:  info@town.middleton.wi.us 

All nominations must be in by April 2, 2021 to be considered. The person you identify 
could be this year’s Friend of the Town Award recipient! 

Dog License Applications Due March 31, 2021 

Mail or drop off your dog license application on or before March 31 to avoid a $5.00 

late fee. The dog license application can be found on the Town website  under the “I 

Want To” tab. 

All dogs over 5 months of age must be licensed. • Licenses are valid for one (1) year 

(Jan - Dec), and must be renewed annually. • Fees are $20/dog if the dog is neutered or 

spayed (altered) or if not altered the license is $25. • A copy of a current rabies vaccina-

tion must be included with the application.  

Dane County ordinances require all dogs to be licensed. The goal in licensing dogs 

is to ensure all dogs are vaccinated for rabies; hence the requirement for a current rabies 

certificate each year is a matter of public safety. Straying dogs having current tags can be 

traced back to their owners and assist reunification. Not having a valid dog license incurs 

a minimum $114.00 fine.    
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Town Public Works 

 

Crew Leader 

Scott Ballweg 

(608) 445-4743 

sballweg@town.middleton.wi.us 

Crew 

Jerry Wagner 

Matt Bouche 

Joey Clary 

 

 

 

 
Yard Waste Disposal  

The compost shed behind the Town Hall opens the first week of April through Decem-

ber 1st.  If you have any noxious weeds, please remember that these are not to be placed 

with compost — this perpetuates the spread of the invasive species by leaving seeds in the 

compost. They also can NO longer be placed in the regular trash in bags.  Please contact the 

WI DNR at (608) 267-7574 or the Dane County landfill at (608) 838-9555 to determine 

your best options for noxious plants/weeds disposal. 

 

 

 April 5  

 April 19 

 May 3    

 May 17 

 June 1     

 June 14 

 June 28 

 July 12    

 July 26  

 August 9   

 August 23 

 September 7  

 September 20 

 October 4 (weather 
permitting) 

 November 1 
(weather per-
mitting) 

Chipping Calendar 

Spring Bulk Pick-up - May  11, 12, & 13 
Please remember to have all items at curbside by 7 a.m. 
On these days Waste Management WILL pick up furniture, small hand tools, small 

appliances, carpet & pads (need to be cut and bundled in rolls that do not exceed 60 lbs. in 

weight) and other items not considered to be normal residential garbage. 

Items NOT accepted:   

• Appliances with freon including refrigerators, air conditioners and humidifiers. 

• Solvents, liquid paints or liquid stains. (NOTE: Water-based paints can be set out if the 
contents have dried out completely.  Cat litter can be used to absorb and dry out paint.) 

• Motor oil. 

• Automotive tires 

• E-waste and electronics. 

• Yard waste. 

You may arrange for a special pick-up with Waste Management for appliances with 

freon by call them directly at (866) 221-3323. Please mention that you are a Town of Mid-

dleton resident under the Town of Middleton account. You may also call the same number 

if you have further questions about what will or will not be picked up during the Spring 

Bulk Pick-up.  

Brush Pick-up & Chipping 

In an effort to better serve our residents, 

the Town provides a brush chipping service 

that is performed according to the schedule 

to the left.  Please note that the dates may 

change due to inclement weather and unfore-

seen events.  

Brush must be curbside by 7:00 a.m. on 
the start date of the cycle.  
Chipping is limited to 15 minutes per resi-
dence.  
 
Brush ACCEPTABLE for pick-up: 

• Tree limbs up to 6 inches in diameter 

• Long tree limbs are better since it reduc-
es labor 

• Cut ends must face road 

• Pile brush in small separated piles to 
allow pick-up without entanglement 

• Place undersized twigs in paper bags, a 
garbage can, or a tote 

 
Brush NOT acceptable for pick-up: 

• Root balls and brush mixed with soil 

• Yard waste 

• Commercially cut brush. This must be 
disposed of by the contractor. 

• Brush containing nails, wire, etc. 

• Poorly positioned and/or entangled tree 
limbs 

Material from the brush chipped is available 
to Town residents for use as mulch.  This is 
not commercial-quality mulch; it may in-
clude other materials. 

Only full load quantities, approximately six-
cubic yards, are available. This is a pile ap-
proximately 7’ x 7’ x 3’.    

Note:  A signed waiver is required for chips 
to be delivered on a residence’s property.  
The waiver can be found on the Town web-
site under the “Resident” tab; can be emailed 
to you, or picked up at the Town Hall. 

Town News 
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 TOWN ROADS AND RIGHT OF 
WAYS 

By Town Attorney Eileen Brownlee, Board-
man & Clark LLP 

T own roads consist not only of the sur-
faced portion of the road but the entire 

width of the right of way.  The Town, by 
ordinance, has established a width of 66 
feet for rights of way dedicated to the 
Town.   Some roads are as old as the 
Town and became roads simply through 
use and the width may vary. 

Once a road is dedicated to and ac-
cepted by the Town, or when a road be-
comes a public highway by user, The 
Town is responsible for the improvement, 
maintenance and general care of road. 

Questions sometimes arise regarding 
the rights and responsibilities of the Town 
and the rights and responsibilities of ad-
joining landowners.  Here is how some of 
it works.. 

Trees, Shrubs and Vegetation 

Generally, no form of vegetation can 
be planted (“cultivated”) within highway 
rights of way without the permission of 
the Town.  It is fairly common for Towns 
to allow for the planting of certain types of 
trees within rights of way provided that 
there is no risk to public safety (for exam-
ple, there is a prohibition on planting any 
type of vegetation in vision corners) as 
attractive street trees can enhance local 
neighborhoods and thoroughfares. 

When trees, shrubs or other vegetation 
in the right of way create a safety hazard, 
including overhanging shrubs and tree 
branches whether the tree or shrub is lo-
cated in the right of way or on adjoining 
property, the Town may remove the haz-
ard by either cutting down the shrub or 
tree or trimming it.  When the tree or 
shrub is located on adjacent private prop-
erty, towns will typically trim the vegeta-
tion back to the property line.  Whether 
vegetation in the right of way is trimmed 
or removed depends on a number of fac-
tors including the likelihood that a prob-
lem will recur, the overall health of the 
vegetation and, at times, the wishes of the 
adjoining landowner.  No one can remove 
or injure the trees on Town rights of way 
except for the Town or someone who has 
the Town's permission to do so. 

The Town may order that any tree 
located on private property that has be-
come diseased and poses a threat to public 
property be removed by the landowner.  
Such trees are deemed to be public nui-
sances both because of the threat to public 
property and, in some cases, because of 
the danger of the spread of disease to other 
trees in the Town. 

When removing or trimming trees 
within public rights of way, the Town may 
pay the cost of removal or trimming or 
may assess such cost as a special charge 
against the adjoining real estate. 

Public Utilities and Facilities 

Utility poles, lines and cables may be 
placed in Town rights of way with the 
consent of the Town.  While most of these 
facilities are now placed underground, 
telephone, electric, cable TV and similar 
facilities are frequently placed in highway 
rights of way as a matter of both conven-
ience to the utility and service to residents.  
The Town has a permitting process for the 
location of these types of facilities. 

Other Obstructions and Encroachments 

Property owners are responsible to 
keep road rights of way free from obstruc-
tions and encroachments.  Obstructions 
and encroachments can include fences, 
buildings, decorative and landscaping ob-
jects such as rocks or trellises and similar 
structures or objects. 'When such items are 
placed in the right of way, the Town must 
provide the owner or occupant of the prop-
erty with a notice to remove the obstruc-
tion or encroachment within 30 days.  
Failure to do so may lead to a court action 
for a monetary penalty and a court order 
for removal. 

The Town does permit the placement 
of some landscaping and decorative items 
within rights of way with the permission 
of the Town Board.  Please see § 8.02(3) 
of the Town Code for more information. 

Mailboxes 

The Town regulates the placement of 
mailboxes in rights of way both to comply 
with U. S. Postal Service regulations and 
to ensure that snowplowing and other 
highway maintenance services can be car-
ried out safely without damage to Town 
equipment or injury to its operators or 
damage to the mailboxes themselves.  

Please see § 8.02(6) of the Town Code for 
more information. 

Temporary Obstructions and En-
croachments 

From time to time, property owners 
find it necessary to perform work in Town 
rights of way whether it is repairing or 
replacing a driveway or culvert, perform-
ing landscaping work or depositing earth 
or fill within the right of way in connec-
tion with a building project.  Permits from 
the Town are required for these activities. 

Summary 

DO’S 

• Before doing any work or placing 
ANYTHING within a right of way 
other than trash, recyclables or brush 
for pick-up, contact the Town Hall 
and obtain the appropriate permit, if 
required. 

• Notify Town Hall of any dangerous 
conditions in any right of way, includ-
ing the placement of encroachments, 
trees or vegetation that may create a 
safety hazard or pavement or culvert 
failures. 

• Mow and trim your lawn, including 
the portion of the lawn located in the 
right of way. 

DON’TS 

• Install or place any items, including 
mailboxes, in the right of way without 
obtaining a permit or checking with 
the Town. 

• Remove any tree from the right of 
way without permission. 

• Change the grade of your driveway, 
remove culverts or fill ditches without 
consulting the Town. 

• Dig in any right of way without con-
sulting the Town and/or Digger’s hot-
line. 

Questions? 

Section 8.02 of the Town Code con-
tains the regulations for rights of way. 

  Driveway and excavation permit 
forms are available on the Town website.  
For further information, please contact the 
Town Hall at (608) 833-5887. 

 
CONTINUED on Page 6... 
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Town Public Works 

 

Crew Leader 

Scott Ballweg 

(608) 445-4743 

sballweg@town.middleton.wi.us 

Crew 

Jerry Wagner 

Matt Bouche 

Joey Clary 

 

 

 

 
Yard Waste Disposal  

The compost shed behind the Town Hall opens the first week of April through Decem-

ber 1st.  If you have any noxious weeds, please remember that these are not to be placed 

with compost — this perpetuates the spread of the invasive species by leaving seeds in the 

compost. They also can NO longer be placed in the regular trash in bags.  Please contact the 

WI DNR at (608) 267-7574 or the Dane County landfill at (608) 838-9555 to determine 

your best options for noxious plants/weeds disposal. 

 

 

 April 5  

 April 19 

 May 3    

 May 17 

 June 1     

 June 14 

 June 28 

 July 12    

 July 26  

 August 9   

 August 23 

 September 7  

 September 20 

 October 4 (weather 
permitting) 

 November 1 
(weather per-
mitting) 

Chipping Calendar 

Spring Bulk Pick-up - May  11, 12, & 13 
Please remember to have all items at curbside by 7 a.m. 
On these days Waste Management WILL pick up furniture, small hand tools, small 

appliances, carpet & pads (need to be cut and bundled in rolls that do not exceed 60 lbs. in 

weight) and other items not considered to be normal residential garbage. 

Items NOT accepted:   

• Appliances with freon including refrigerators, air conditioners and humidifiers. 

• Solvents, liquid paints or liquid stains. (NOTE: Water-based paints can be set out if the 
contents have dried out completely.  Cat litter can be used to absorb and dry out paint.) 

• Motor oil. 

• Automotive tires 

• E-waste and electronics. 

• Yard waste. 

You may arrange for a special pick-up with Waste Management for appliances with 

freon by call them directly at (866) 221-3323. Please mention that you are a Town of Mid-

dleton resident under the Town of Middleton account. You may also call the same number 

if you have further questions about what will or will not be picked up during the Spring 

Bulk Pick-up.  

Brush Pick-up & Chipping 

In an effort to better serve our residents, 

the Town provides a brush chipping service 

that is performed according to the schedule 

to the left.  Please note that the dates may 

change due to inclement weather and unfore-

seen events.  

Brush must be curbside by 7:00 a.m. on 
the start date of the cycle.  
Chipping is limited to 15 minutes per resi-
dence.  
 
Brush ACCEPTABLE for pick-up: 

• Tree limbs up to 6 inches in diameter 

• Long tree limbs are better since it reduc-
es labor 

• Cut ends must face road 

• Pile brush in small separated piles to 
allow pick-up without entanglement 

• Place undersized twigs in paper bags, a 
garbage can, or a tote 

 
Brush NOT acceptable for pick-up: 

• Root balls and brush mixed with soil 

• Yard waste 

• Commercially cut brush. This must be 
disposed of by the contractor. 

• Brush containing nails, wire, etc. 

• Poorly positioned and/or entangled tree 
limbs 

Material from the brush chipped is available 
to Town residents for use as mulch.  This is 
not commercial-quality mulch; it may in-
clude other materials. 

Only full load quantities, approximately six-
cubic yards, are available. This is a pile ap-
proximately 7’ x 7’ x 3’.    

Note:  A signed waiver is required for chips 
to be delivered on a residence’s property.  
The waiver can be found on the Town web-
site under the “Resident” tab; can be emailed 
to you, or picked up at the Town Hall. 
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 TOWN ROADS AND RIGHT OF 
WAYS 

By Town Attorney Eileen Brownlee, Board-
man & Clark LLP 

T own roads consist not only of the sur-
faced portion of the road but the entire 

width of the right of way.  The Town, by 
ordinance, has established a width of 66 
feet for rights of way dedicated to the 
Town.   Some roads are as old as the 
Town and became roads simply through 
use and the width may vary. 

Once a road is dedicated to and ac-
cepted by the Town, or when a road be-
comes a public highway by user, The 
Town is responsible for the improvement, 
maintenance and general care of road. 

Questions sometimes arise regarding 
the rights and responsibilities of the Town 
and the rights and responsibilities of ad-
joining landowners.  Here is how some of 
it works.. 

Trees, Shrubs and Vegetation 

Generally, no form of vegetation can 
be planted (“cultivated”) within highway 
rights of way without the permission of 
the Town.  It is fairly common for Towns 
to allow for the planting of certain types of 
trees within rights of way provided that 
there is no risk to public safety (for exam-
ple, there is a prohibition on planting any 
type of vegetation in vision corners) as 
attractive street trees can enhance local 
neighborhoods and thoroughfares. 

When trees, shrubs or other vegetation 
in the right of way create a safety hazard, 
including overhanging shrubs and tree 
branches whether the tree or shrub is lo-
cated in the right of way or on adjoining 
property, the Town may remove the haz-
ard by either cutting down the shrub or 
tree or trimming it.  When the tree or 
shrub is located on adjacent private prop-
erty, towns will typically trim the vegeta-
tion back to the property line.  Whether 
vegetation in the right of way is trimmed 
or removed depends on a number of fac-
tors including the likelihood that a prob-
lem will recur, the overall health of the 
vegetation and, at times, the wishes of the 
adjoining landowner.  No one can remove 
or injure the trees on Town rights of way 
except for the Town or someone who has 
the Town's permission to do so. 

The Town may order that any tree 
located on private property that has be-
come diseased and poses a threat to public 
property be removed by the landowner.  
Such trees are deemed to be public nui-
sances both because of the threat to public 
property and, in some cases, because of 
the danger of the spread of disease to other 
trees in the Town. 

When removing or trimming trees 
within public rights of way, the Town may 
pay the cost of removal or trimming or 
may assess such cost as a special charge 
against the adjoining real estate. 

Public Utilities and Facilities 

Utility poles, lines and cables may be 
placed in Town rights of way with the 
consent of the Town.  While most of these 
facilities are now placed underground, 
telephone, electric, cable TV and similar 
facilities are frequently placed in highway 
rights of way as a matter of both conven-
ience to the utility and service to residents.  
The Town has a permitting process for the 
location of these types of facilities. 

Other Obstructions and Encroachments 

Property owners are responsible to 
keep road rights of way free from obstruc-
tions and encroachments.  Obstructions 
and encroachments can include fences, 
buildings, decorative and landscaping ob-
jects such as rocks or trellises and similar 
structures or objects. 'When such items are 
placed in the right of way, the Town must 
provide the owner or occupant of the prop-
erty with a notice to remove the obstruc-
tion or encroachment within 30 days.  
Failure to do so may lead to a court action 
for a monetary penalty and a court order 
for removal. 

The Town does permit the placement 
of some landscaping and decorative items 
within rights of way with the permission 
of the Town Board.  Please see § 8.02(3) 
of the Town Code for more information. 

Mailboxes 

The Town regulates the placement of 
mailboxes in rights of way both to comply 
with U. S. Postal Service regulations and 
to ensure that snowplowing and other 
highway maintenance services can be car-
ried out safely without damage to Town 
equipment or injury to its operators or 
damage to the mailboxes themselves.  

Please see § 8.02(6) of the Town Code for 
more information. 

Temporary Obstructions and En-
croachments 

From time to time, property owners 
find it necessary to perform work in Town 
rights of way whether it is repairing or 
replacing a driveway or culvert, perform-
ing landscaping work or depositing earth 
or fill within the right of way in connec-
tion with a building project.  Permits from 
the Town are required for these activities. 

Summary 

DO’S 

• Before doing any work or placing 
ANYTHING within a right of way 
other than trash, recyclables or brush 
for pick-up, contact the Town Hall 
and obtain the appropriate permit, if 
required. 

• Notify Town Hall of any dangerous 
conditions in any right of way, includ-
ing the placement of encroachments, 
trees or vegetation that may create a 
safety hazard or pavement or culvert 
failures. 

• Mow and trim your lawn, including 
the portion of the lawn located in the 
right of way. 

DON’TS 

• Install or place any items, including 
mailboxes, in the right of way without 
obtaining a permit or checking with 
the Town. 

• Remove any tree from the right of 
way without permission. 

• Change the grade of your driveway, 
remove culverts or fill ditches without 
consulting the Town. 

• Dig in any right of way without con-
sulting the Town and/or Digger’s hot-
line. 

Questions? 

Section 8.02 of the Town Code con-
tains the regulations for rights of way. 

  Driveway and excavation permit 
forms are available on the Town website.  
For further information, please contact the 
Town Hall at (608) 833-5887. 

 
CONTINUED on Page 6... 
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CONTINUED from Page 5... 

Parks & Trails 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want To Rent A Town Park Shelter?  
Town Park Shelters are rented on a first-come, first-served basis. Check with Town personnel 

regarding availability at (608) 833-5887. Forms are available at the Town Hall or on the Town 

Website, tab at: Resident /Parks & Rec/Park Shelter Rental. Fill out the Rental Application and ei-

ther bring it or mail it to the Town along with any associated fees. 

West Middleton Youth Baseball (WMYBB) Donation 
 In the Fall of 2020, WMYBB graciously proposed a donation to the Town of Middleton to 

repair and improve baseball fields 1 and 2 at Pioneer Park.  It is anticipated that work on the base-

ball fields will begin in April.  The Town appreciates the support from local organizations to help 

maintain our parks to be enjoyed by all.  

Town News 
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Town Administration 

 

Clerk/Governance Manager 

Barbara Roesslein 

(608) 833-2706 

broesslein@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Treasurer/Personnel Manager 

Megan Hughes 

(608) 833-2703 

mhughes@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Deputy Clerk/Office Manager 

Sarah Danes 

(608) 833-2704 

sdanes@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Office Assistant 

Heidi Reynolds 

(608) 833-2701 

hreynolds@town.middleton.wi.us 

 

Spring Election 
April 6, 2021 ~ Poll Hours 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Spring Election will include the Town Board Chair position and Supervisor Seats 

#1 and #2 positions. These are the candidates that will appear on the ballot: 

Town Board Chair      Supervisor Seat #1        Supervisor Seat #2 

Cynthia Richson (incumbent)   Richard Oberle (incumbent)      David Bryce 

Brent Renteria       Michael Kauper          Lisa Pardon 

Other offices on the ballot are State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Court of Ap-

peals Judge, Dane County Executive, Circuit Court Judge and School Board Candidates. 

Need to register to vote or need an absentee ballot? At MyVote Wisconsin website 

(myvote.wi.gov) you can register to vote, check your voter registration status, find your 

polling place, see what’s on your ballot, request an absentee ballot and check provisional 

ballot status. Please note if you have previously requested an absentee ballot through the 

MyVote site you will not need to re-submit your photo ID since it will already be on file.  

Additional information on elections and voting may also be found on the Town of Middle-

ton (town.middleton.wi.us/elections) or the Wisconsin Elections Commission 

(elections.wi.gov) websites.  

Friend of the Town Award 

It’s that time of year to  recognize individuals who have made a difference in the Town 

of Middleton. The Town’s hope when the “Friend of the Town” award was established, 

was to: 

1.) Recognize the actions that residents do to enhance our community and  

2.) Commend those things that are founded on a humanitarian basis.  

When you see a neighbor doing something outstanding, let the Town know by sending 

in the what, where, and when! The Town solicits nominations each year and the Town 

Board will then review candidates and select a recipient who will be recognized at the Town 

Annual Meeting in April. Submit the nomination by mail to Town of Middleton, 7555 W. 

Old Sauk Road, Verona, WI 53593 or email to:  info@town.middleton.wi.us 

All nominations must be in by April 2, 2021 to be considered. The person you identify 
could be this year’s Friend of the Town Award recipient! 

Dog License Applications Due March 31, 2021 

Mail or drop off your dog license application on or before March 31 to avoid a $5.00 

late fee. The dog license application can be found on the Town website  under the “I 

Want To” tab. 

All dogs over 5 months of age must be licensed. • Licenses are valid for one (1) year 

(Jan - Dec), and must be renewed annually. • Fees are $20/dog if the dog is neutered or 

spayed (altered) or if not altered the license is $25. • A copy of a current rabies vaccina-

tion must be included with the application.  

Dane County ordinances require all dogs to be licensed. The goal in licensing dogs 

is to ensure all dogs are vaccinated for rabies; hence the requirement for a current rabies 

certificate each year is a matter of public safety. Straying dogs having current tags can be 

traced back to their owners and assist reunification. Not having a valid dog license incurs 

a minimum $114.00 fine.    



CONTINUED from Page 1... 

The Park Commission held a public open house and helped com-

plete the 2019 Town Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. 

 With considerable input from area residents and the Public 

Works & Town Services Committee, the Town Board has ap-

proved 2021 reconstruction work on Bronner Road to enhance 

its safety. 

 These accomplishments are just a sample of the many direct 

ways Town residents have participated in and contributed to op-

erational successes.  We also encourage continuing citizen input 

at the City of Middleton’s Morey Airport Master Plan Advisory 

Committee Meetings, Morey Airport Commission Meetings, and 

Common Council Meetings to inform them of the adverse ef-

fects the  Airport operations inflict on the Town of Middleton 

and its residents, and to encourage the Common Council to abide 

by its 1998 commitment to the entire community and not expand 

Morey Airport operations.   

 Thanks in part to the many previously mentioned volunteer 

contributions and our excellent Town staff and crew, we finished 

2020 well within the Town’s budget without any expenditures 

out of Town cash reserves.  This allows us to continue to keep 

our Town taxes low relative to most surrounding communities. 

 Town Commissions, Committees, and the Board all meet 

regularly, and gladly accept public input at every meeting.  We 

look forward to 2021 and continuing to hear from you. ◊ 

Cynthia Richson  

townchair@town.middleton.wi.us 
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Town Assessor 

Paul Musser 

(608) 712-0236 

Musser.appraisal@gmail.com 

 

Town of Middleton Meeting Schedule 
 

Town Board: The first and third Mondays of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. 
Plan Commission: The first Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. 
Parks Commission: The second Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. 
Public Works & Town Services Committee: The second 
Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
Finance Committee: The second Wednesday of the month at 
4:00 p.m.  

2021 Revaluation 
The Town will be conducting a revaluation 

in 2021 to keep up with the steep increase in the 

market value of property in the Town due to 

record low interest rates and tight supply of 

homes for sale.  As you may know we did a 

revaluation in 2020, but did not meet the State’s 

required level of assessment. We had anticipat-

ed the market to flatten due to Covid-19, but 

instead the market increase 5% per year in both 

2019 and in 2020. We haven’t seen increases 

like this for almost 20 years.  The median sell-

ing price in the Town for 2020 has reached 

$600,000. 

The new assessments will be mailed out in 

the first week in April. As always it will be ac-

companied by a letter giving the time and dates 

of both the Open Book and Board of Review 

process.   The Open Book will commence as 

soon as you receive the notice in the mail, and 

the Board of Review will follow on May 25, 

2021 at 6:30 pm. The average increase for the 

new assessment will be about 12%.  This does 

not mean your taxes will rise by 12%, because 

the mill rate will drop an equal 12% not includ-

ing any increases in spending, but those increas-

es you would have received whether we did a 

revaluation or not. 

If you have any question regarding the re-

valuation or any other assessment related ques-

tion, you may contact Paul Musser at 608-712-

0236, or by email musser.appraisal@gmail.com. 

Madison Area Municipal Stormwater Partnership News: 
       Now Accepting Plant Dane Orders and Donations- Due March 21st  

There are 40+ native species to choose from including butterfly, rain garden, and prairie me-

dicinal kits. Customers can also select a specific school/community garden project 

to donate native plants to through the Plant Dane order system. We received and approved appli-

cations from 15 different school/community organizations looking for plants to create native gar-

dens and rain gardens in Dane County.  

Cost: $2.25/plant- order in multiples of 4 

Visit   https://ripple-effects.com/plantDane for information or to place an order. 
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Dane County Sheriff Dispatch 

Non-emergency (608) 255-2345 

Street Light Outages  
(can be reported via email) 

MG&E  (608) 252-7333 

Alliant Energy (800) 255-4268 

Waste Management (866) 221-3323 

Animal Control (608) 267-1989 

Dane County Humane Society (608) 838-0413 

Middleton Fire Department 

Non-emergency (608) 827-1090 

Middleton EMS  

Non-emergency (608) 827-1040 

Town Building Inspector  

Tracy Johnson, Johnson Inspections (608) 444-0372 

               To schedule an inspection (608) 459-8800 

Town Assessor  

Paul Musser (608) 712-0236 

Well Water Testing - Public Health 

Private Wells & Septic Systems (608) 242-6515 

Date Activity Time Location 

April 1-May 14 Open Book 
By appointment with 

Town Assessor 

April 6 Spring Election 7 am-8pm Town Hall  

April 20 
Annual Town 

Meeting 
6:30 pm Virtual 

May 11-13 
Spring Bulk 

Pick-up 
 

Town of 
Middleton 

 May 25 
Board of  
Review 

6:30 pm 
Town Hall/

Virtual 

 May 31 Memorial Day Closed Town Hall 

July 5 
Observe  

Independence 
Day 

Closed Town Hall 

September 6 Labor Day Closed Town Hall 

September 14-16 
Fall Bulk 
 Pick-up 

 
Town of 

Middleton 

     Sign up for Notifications 

     Would you like to receive email notifications regarding 

items such as Herbicide spraying or upcoming Board and 

Commission meetings?  Go to the Town website at 

town.middleton.wi.us and in the drop down menu, “I Want 

To…”, you can choose the option to begin receiving emails. 

   New Snow Plow purchased in 2020 
_____________________________________________ 

Beautiful Geraniums! One 
of the many vibrant species 
you’ll find in Town parks 
and on trails.   

IMPORTANT NUMBERS                                                CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



TOWN BOARD, COMMISSIONS  
& COMMITTEES DIRECTORY 

Park Commission: 
 

Scott Mindock, Chair 
Alex Kulis 
Erik Bush 

Katie Mace 
Stephen Moon 

Tony Praza 
Missy VanLanduyt 

Town Board: 
 

Cynthia Richson, Chair 
Supervisors: 

Richard Oberle 
Brent Renteria 
Denise Schmidt 
Tom Stemrich 

Plan Commission: 
 

Nick Hoernke , Chair 
Tom Bartell 

Paul Chellevold 
John Haverberg 
 Jane Hinrichs 

Wayne Rounds, Jr. 
Steve Ziegler 

Finance Committee: 
 

Brian Borakove, Chair 
Matthew Golden 

Steve Santek, CPA 
 

Town Hall:  
7555 W Old Sauk Rd,  
Verona, WI  53593 

 
Office Hours*:  

Monday through Thursday  
8:00 am to 4:00 pm  

Friday 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 
(*check website for changes due to COVID-19) 

 
Town Phone: (608) 833-5887 

 
Town Email:  

info@town.middleton.wi.us 
 

Town Website: town.middleton.wi.us 

Public Works & Town Services: 
 

Dave Wagner, Chair 
Danny Aerts 

Wayne Rounds Jr. 
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Spring 2021 

T owns in Wisconsin are created entirely by 

statute and are among the most democratic 

forms of government.  As such, our successful 

operations depend significantly on the volun-

tary participation of town citizens.  The good 

news is the Town of Middleton has a great deal 

of valuable citizen participation.  With the start 

of the new year, it is a good time to say a big 

thank you to all those residents who have gen-

erously given their time to serve as Town elec-

tion workers, and on Town commissions and 

committees, and the  citizens who participate in 

our Town Meetings to provide invaluable in-

put. 

 With the upcoming Annual Town Meeting 

on Tuesday, April 20th, it is also timely to re-

view some of what has been accomplished with 

considerable resident participation, and to re-

mind us of the many opportunities for future 

citizen involvement. 

 As authorized by the Town electors, we 

have separated the statutory roles of Town 

Clerk and Town Treasurer for enhanced finan-

cial checks and balances and hired experi-

enced, professional-level staff to perform the 

statutory duties of the Town Clerk and Town 

Treasurer, respectively, with an emphasis on 

training and professional development. 

 We have modernized Town operations with 

a focus on financial internal controls, policies 

and procedures.  We implemented a municipal 

accounting system for accurate financial record 

keeping and budget revenue/expense tracking 

and enhanced financial accountability. 

 We have established and recruited a highly 

qualified Town Finance Committee comprised 

of Town residents to oversee and provide ex-

pert input on Town financial and accounting 

matters, including the independent annual au-

dit. 

 We have created and re-

cruited a highly qualified 

Town Public Works & Town 

Services Committee com-

prised of Town residents who 

help oversee and provide in-

put on core Town functions 

and services that make up 

approximately 60% of the Town budget. 

 The Town Public Works & Town Services 

Committee, with the assistance of other Town 

residents, have enhanced and assisted in the 

Town’s collaboration with adjacent municipali-

ties to enter into cost share agreements with the 

City of Middleton for Capital View Road 

bridge repairs and the City of Madison for Sey-

bold Road resurfacing, both completed in 2020. 

 Town staff and crew, with the assistance of 

Town residents as chief election inspectors and 

election workers, administered successfully 

and safely during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

April 7, 2020 Town Spring Election, and the 

November 3, 2020 General and Presidential 

Election and subsequent County-wide recount. 

 With the assistance of a generous donation 

from the Phelps family, we now have solar 

panels on the Town Hall.   

 Citizen input, along with guidance and ad-

vice from Town legal counsel and the Town 

engineer, resulted in a complete review and 

revision of the Town Code of Ordinances for 

the first-time since 2004, and they are now 

publicly posted on the Town website. 

 The Plan Commission held a public open 

house and helped complete the 2019 Town 

Comprehensive Plan Update within the statuto-

rily prescribed 10-year timeframe. 
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Chair’s Corner  
 

Upcoming Annual Town Meeting (virtual), Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 6:30 PM 

Town of Middleton 

              NEWSLETTER 




